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Class Seven:  Assessment Testing
Assessment tests are used by the college to determine the math, reading, writing and English skill levels of incoming students.  The results of the test help advisors with placing students in the right level of courses.  

There are two tests that colleges typically use for assessment:  CASAS and COMPASS.  

The CASAS (Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems) Test 
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The CASAS test is a multiple choice test that assesses applied reading, math, and listening in a variety of adult life and work situations. This test is used to get a sense of a student’s basic skill level and is not generally used for placement into college level courses.  
The CASAS test timed, with 25 minutes per section.  It is often given as pre-test to measure the skill level and then given as a post-test to see how skills have improved after instruction in basic skills.
The COMPASS Test
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COMPASS is an untimed, computerized test that helps the college evaluate your skills and place you into appropriate courses. COMPASS offers tests in reading, writing, math, writing essay, and English as a Second Language (ESL). You will receive your COMPASS test results immediately upon completion of testing.

COMPASS is not used like a traditional test. There is generally no "passing score." Rather, COMPASS scores are used to place you in classes that match your skill level.  Different college programs require different scores.  Depending on your COMPASS score, you may need to take additional Math and/or English classes before starting your program.  You and your institution can use your COMPASS score to prepare a course of study that will be appropriate, relevant, and meaningful for you.

