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Class One:  Average Costs of 

Attending College
	Quarterly School Related Expenses for a Full-Time Student

	Source
	Amount

	Tuition/Fees
	$1200 ($80 per credit including fees x 15 credits)

	Books/Supplies
	$400

	Equipment/Uniform
	$200

	Total School
	$1800


On average, books will cost $300 - $400 per quarter depending on the course.  Some courses also require the purchase of equipment or clothing through the year, approximately $200 per quarter. In some cases, these costs may be a one-time expense.
Examples:
A.  Susie is a part-time welding student.  She is taking 5 credits and it is her first quarter.  For the welding class, she needs to purchase boots and a jumpsuit, which will cost $200.  She also needs to purchase books and school supplies at a cost of $350.  Her total expenses are as follows:

	Susie’s First Quarter School Related Expenses

	Source
	Amount

	Tuition/Fees
	$400 ($80 per credit including fees x 5 credits)

	Books/Supplies
	$350

	Equipment/Uniform
	$200

	Total School
	$950


B.  John is taking the Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) training full-time and will be taking 12 credits this quarter.  He needs to purchase a uniform (scrubs) that cost $200.  He also needs to purchase his books at a cost of $400.  As a CNA student, he will be in labs during the week and the lab fee is $50.
	John’s First Quarter School Related Expenses

	Source
	Amount

	Tuition/Fees
	$960 ($80 per credit including fees x 12 credits)

$50 (lab fee)

	Books/Supplies
	$400

	Equipment/Uniform
	$200

	Total School
	$1610


Activity:  Using the tuition structure of $80 per credit (including fees) and the following information, add up the costs for Ellen’s first quarter of accounting training.

Ellen is returning to school for an accounting certificate.  In her first quarter, she will be taking 15 credits.  She will need to purchase a calculator that will cost $150.  In addition, she will need to purchase some clothing that she can wear in an office setting.  The clothes will cost $200.

	Ellen’s First Quarter School Related Expenses

	Source
	Amount

	Tuition/Fees
	$


	Books/Supplies
	$



	Equipment/Uniform
	$



	Total School
	$




Personal Expenses
It is important to keep in mind that school-related expenses are not the only costs you will have while going back to school.  In addition, you will have your personal expenses to consider as well, which may include:

· Rent/Mortgage




· Utilities (gas, electric, water, etc)

· Food

· Transportation (gas, bus, car repairs)

· Tickets owed

· Child care

· Phone (cell, pager, internet, home phone)

· Personal/Household items

· Medical/Dental/Prescription

· Insurance payments

· Credit Card payments

· Student Loan Payments

· Other Loan Payments

· Clothing

· Entertainment

· Cable

· Other (specify):

· Child support

· Legal payments/Finds

· Savings

Financial aid for school and creating a budget will be covered in later sessions.  












