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Class Nine:  COMPASS Test Overview
General Information
· The test is untimed and computerized.

· [image: image2.wmf]The test is adaptive and provides questions based on your responses.  Since the test is adaptive, be sure to answer all of the questions.  You will not be penalized for guessing.  Your score will provide stronger placement information if you do not skip questions.

· As an adaptive test, it will include questions that will be challenging for you.

· Colleges use the test to place you into classes that match your skill level.

· The test is scored immediately and you will receive a score report upon test completion that will give you information on the kinds of courses you can take.
Math

· There are several math tests.  You will be asked to choose your starting level.  Depending on your answers, you may be moved to a different level.
· The math test focuses on equations and story problems that include whole numbers (positive and negative), ratios, proportions, fractions, exponents, percentages and averages.  

Reading

· The reading test is used to see how well students understand passages both in terms of the words being used (vocabulary) and the information being shared.  
· This test also assesses how well students can make an inference (draw a conclusion) based on information in the passage that may not be directly stated.

· The reading test includes several different kinds of passages:

1. Practical reading (basic information)

2. Prose fiction (short passages from a book, novel)

3. Humanities (history, politics)

4. Social Sciences (psychology, sociology)

5. Natual Sciences (biology, chemistry) 

Writing

· The writing skills placement test is a multiple choice test in which students are asked to identify grammatical errors in a passage.  Students are asked to look for errors in the following (if such errors do exist):  punctuation, spelling, capitalization, how words are used, verb formation/agreement, relationships of clauses (subject and predicate i.e. John is happy. John is the subject, and “is happy” is the predicate), shifts in sentence construction, and organization.

· There is also an essay question for the test.  Students are asked to respond to a question and present their position about the issue laid out in the prompt to the question.  The essay question assesses: 
1. Focus— being clear and consistent about the main idea or point of view

2. Content— describing the topic, using specific ideas and details
3. Organization— putting ideas together in a logical way
4. Style— word selection that communicates the purpose of your writing
5. Conventions—use of grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation
