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Class Seven:  Funding Sources
WorkFirst

There are a variety of funding sources available to help cover the costs of going back to school.  Eligibility for all of these funding sources is generally based on income and type of training program, with some funding options specifically designed to support high demand, short-term, professional/technical fields.
WorkFirst is designed to assist low income parents in achieving their educational and employment goals. WorkFirst eligible students may receive financial assistance with tuition, fees and books.  Funding from WorkFirst can pay for up to one year of training.  If you receive Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), your caseworker from the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) needs to record this training on your Individual Responsibility Plan (IRP).
In order to qualify for FREE training you must fulfill one of the following requirements:
Eligibility A:
· A parent of a child 18 years or younger

· Currently receiving DSHS cash grant TANF
Eligibility B:
· A parent of a child 18 years or younger

· Working at least part-time

· Meet the income guidelines below:
2012 Guidelines
	Family Size
	Monthly Income
	Annual Income

	1
	$1,862
	$22,340

	2
	$2,522
	$30,260

	3
	$3,182
	$38,180

	4
	$3,842
	$46,100

	5
	$4,502
	$54,020

	6
	$5,162
	$61,940

	7
	$5,822
	$69,860

	8
	$6,482
	$77,780


	


Class Seven:  Funding Sources

Worker Retraining

There are a variety of funding sources available to help cover the costs of going back to school.  Eligibility for all of these funding sources is generally based on income and type of training program, with some funding options specifically designed to support high demand, short-term, professional/technical fields.

Worker Retraining is a state funded program that provides job-related training and employment services to dislocated (laid off) and unemployed workers.  This program is designed to help these workers gain additional training in their existing field or get started on a new career path. Training must be taken in Professional/Technical program.  Free tuition and books are provided through this program and are typically available for up to two quarters.  Depending on the availability of funding resources and the college’s ability to secure other funding options, Worker Retraining may be available beyond two quarters.  Colleges expect you to complete the FAFSA during your first quarter of training if you receive Worker Retraining funds.  The colleges require attendance at an orientation, which explains the process for applying for Worker Retraining.
Eligibility for applying for Worker Retraining support is described below:
· Be a Washington State Resident (live in Washington State for at least 12 months).
· Be a dislocated (laid off) worker who is eligible for Washington State unemployment benefits or currently receiving unemployment benefits or have exhausted unemployment benefits within the past 24 months. 
· Be a Displaced Homemaker (unemployed or working in a job that does not support your household) or a self-employed individual who has lost their business due to poor economic conditions or a natural disaster.
· Be an honorably discharged veteran within the past 24 months
· If you are receiving unemployment benefits, you must get Commissioner Approved Training (CAT approval) from the Employment Security Department (ESD).  
· To receive funding, you must be enrolled for 12 credits each quarter in a Professional/Technical program. 
Class Seven:  Funding Sources
Opportunity Grant

There are a variety of funding sources available to help cover the costs of going back to school.  Eligibility for all of these funding sources is generally based on income and type of training program, with some funding options specifically designed to support high demand, short-term, professional/technical fields.

The goal of the Opportunity Grant (OG) Scholarship is to recruit, retain, progress and graduate students into high-wage, high-demand jobs. The scholarship can offer recipients up to 45 quarter credits in tuition and mandatory fees (approximately $3,200) plus $1,000 for supplies, books or tools. Some emergency funding is available for unforeseen circumstances.  To receive OG funding, you must submit an application and be selected for the scholarship.  
Eligibility for the Opportunity Grant is described below:

· Washington resident (live in Washington State for at least 12 months).

· Enrolled in an Opportunity Grant-eligible program of study; each school has a different list of eligible Professional/Technical programs. 

· Apply and have financial need based on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  You can apply on-line at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Must receive Financial Aid awarding prior to second quarter to continue eligibility for Opportunity Grant Scholarship. 

· Not received OG funding for more than 45 credits (up to $3200 in tuition and fees) or more than 3 years from initial receipt of funds.
· Maintains a cumulative 2.0 grade point average. 

· Family income at or below 200% of the federal poverty level (income limits below.) 

· (Copy of previous year’s income tax return – if student under 24, both parents’ + student’s tax return.) 
You are not eligible for this funding if you have an Associate’s Degree or higher.
2012 Opportunity Grant Guidelines

	Family Size 
	Maximum Income (verified by Income Tax Statement) 

	1 
	$22,340

	2 
	$30,260

	3 
	$38,180 

	4 
	$46,100 

	5 
	$54,020 

	6 
	$61,940 

	7 
	$69,860 

	8 
	$77,780 

	Each additional 

person, add 
	$7,640


Class Seven:  Funding Sources

Basic Food Employment & Training

There are a variety of funding sources available to help cover the costs of going back to school.  Eligibility for all of these funding sources is generally based on income and type of training program, with some funding options specifically designed to support high demand, short-term, professional/technical fields.

Formerly known as the Food Stamp Employment and Training Program (FSET), BFET provides free tuition and services for Food Stamp Assistance (Basic Food) recipients not receiving DSHS cash assistance (TANF). Available services include childcare, transportation, clothing, housing and utility shut-off, which are often provided by community-based providers.  Through BFET, community colleges provide tuition, books and fees for approved Professional/Technical programs, GED, ESL and high demand fields.  It is important to note that colleges expect you to complete the FAFSA during your first quarter of training if you receive BFET funds.
To be eligible, students must be receiving Basic Food assistance (food stamps).  To receive Basic Food, students must be at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.  The monthly household income cannot be more than is listed on the chart for the number of people living in the household.
2012 Basic Food Guidelines

	Number in Household
	Gross Monthly Income

	
1
	$1,862

	2
	$2,522

	3
	$3,182

	4
	$3,842

	5
	$4,502

	6
	$5,162

	7
	$5,822

	8
	$6,482

	Add for each person over 10
	$638


Class Seven:  Funding Sources

Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Adult & Dislocated Worker Services

There are a variety of funding sources available to help cover the costs of going back to school.  Eligibility for all of these funding sources is generally based on income and type of training program, with some funding options specifically designed to support high demand, short-term, professional/technical fields.

Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Adult Services
WIA adult funding can be used to pay for tuition and other school-related costs.  To be eligible, the household income must be less than 175% of the poverty level, a guideline often used to determine eligibility for a variety of benefits.  For those above 175% of the poverty level, it may be possible to qualify under certain circumstances that may include homelessness, a criminal background, or receiving unemployment benefits.  A WIA case manager can provide the list of alternate criteria for those above 175% of the poverty level.  See the following website for the income breakdown at 175% of the poverty level:  http://www.coverageforall.org/pdf/FHCE_FedPovertyLevel.pdf
To apply for WIA Adult Services, students must go the nearest WorkSource center.  There is an application for this funding and it only covers certain “in-demand” occupations.  It is important to keep in mind that this funding source does not cover the costs of pre-requisites.
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Dislocated Worker Services

WIA Dislocated Worker funding provides tuition assistance as well as books, fees and supplies.  In addition, these funds can be used to help with childcare and assistance is provided for career and education planning.  To be eligible for these services, you must meet one of the following criteria:

· You have been terminated, laid off, or received a "notice of termination or layoff" and are unlikely to return to your usual occupation or industry because of:
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	· A permanent plant closure;
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	· A substantial layoff;

	[image: image3]
	· Foreign competition; and
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	· Lack of demand for your skills. 


· You are self-employed, but the economy or a natural disaster has put you out of work. Examples include farmers, ranchers, fishermen, etc. (Probably ineligible for unemployment benefits.) 
· You are a displaced homemaker who is either unemployed or working a job that does not support your household. (Probably ineligible for unemployment benefits.)
To apply for WIA Dislocated Worker Services, students must go the nearest WorkSource center to determine eligibility.

Class Seven:  Funding Sources

Scholarships

There are a variety of funding sources available to help cover the costs of going back to school.  Eligibility for all of these funding sources is generally based on income and type of training program, with some funding options specifically designed to support high demand, short-term, professional/technical fields.

Scholarships are another source of funding that can help you pay for your education.  Unlike loans, they do not have to be repaid. Scholarship criteria can be based on academic achievement, athletic or artistic talent, financial need, particular fields of study, involvement in the community, ethnic/cultural group, membership in an organization or other criteria.  The scholarship application process is separate from the application for federal and state financial aid and often includes an essay.  
Information about scholarships is generally available through the community college’s foundation office. You can also create a profile and apply online for WA State scholarships at http://theWashBoard.org. 
Class Seven:  Funding Sources

Federal and State Financial Aid

There are a variety of funding sources available to help cover the costs of going back to school.  Eligibility for all of these funding sources is generally based on income and type of training program, with some funding options specifically designed to support high demand, short-term, professional/technical fields.

Financial Aid Programs (FAFSA)
Several types of grants, tuition waivers and loans are available. Federal student loans must be repaid and are available to students who qualify by applying through the FAFSA.  Colleges may have additional data forms for you to complete.  The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is completed on the web, using a Personal Identification Number.  Most students are encouraged to apply for FAFSA assistance, even if they may not think they will qualify or need assistance.  The FAFSA determines eligibility for Pell Grants, Work Study, State Need Grant, Academic Competitiveness Grant and Federal Supplemental Opportunity Grant.
Grants are need-based financial aid, which do not require repayment. Grants are available to students who have not already earned a bachelor’s degree.  Approximate maximum amounts per academic year and enrollment criteria: 
2011 Federal Financial Aid Guidelines

	Type of Grants
	Amount Range


	Criteria

	Federal Pell Grant
	$400 – 5,550
	Enrollment in at least six credits; some might be eligible at less than six credits



	Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant  (FSEOG)


	$100 – 1,300
	Enrollment in at least six credits 



	Federal Academic Competitiveness Grant
	$750 – 1,300
	Enrollment in at least 12 credits; must be receiving Federal Pell Grant 



	WA State Need Grant
	$209 – 3,256
	Enrollment in at least three credits; state residents; must meet residency criteria 



	Tuition Waiver
	$100 – 1,500
	Waiver of tuition; enrollment in at least six credits; state residents


Work Study 
Work Study is another funding opportunity with income earned from part-time work, on or off campus.   Like the above grants, Work Study is determined by the FAFSA.  Students must be enrolled in at least 6 credits.  Students can receive $900 - $3,900 which is based on “need” eligibility for financial aid.  Students are paid for actual hours worked; not to exceed 19 hours per week.
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