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Funding Sources:
Federal and State Financial Aid

There are a variety of funding sources available to help cover the costs of going back to school.  Eligibility for all of these funding sources is generally based on income and type of training program, with some funding options specifically designed to support high demand, short-term, professional/technical fields.

Financial Aid Programs (FAFSA)
Several types of grants, tuition waivers and loans are available. Federal student loans must be repaid and are available to students who qualify by applying through the FAFSA.  Colleges may have additional data forms for you to complete.  The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is completed on the web, using a Personal Identification Number.  Most students are encouraged to apply for FAFSA assistance, even if they may not think they will qualify or need assistance.  The FAFSA determines eligibility for Pell Grants, Work Study, State Need Grant, Academic Competitiveness Grant and Federal Supplemental Opportunity Grant.
Grants are need-based financial aid, which do not require repayment. Grants are available to students who have not already earned a bachelor’s degree.  Approximate maximum amounts per academic year and enrollment criteria: 
2010 Federal Financial Aid Guidelines

	Type of Grants
	Amount Range


	Criteria

	Federal Pell Grant
	$400 – 5,550
	Enrollment in at least six credits; some might be eligible at less than six credits



	Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant  (FSEOG)


	$100 – 1,300
	Enrollment in at least six credits 



	Federal Academic Competitiveness Grant
	$750 – 1,300
	Enrollment in at least 12 credits; must be receiving Federal Pell Grant 



	WA State Need Grant
	$209 – 2,682
	Enrollment in at least three credits; state residents; must meet residency criteria 



	Tuition Waiver
	$100 – 1,500
	Waiver of tuition; enrollment in at least six credits; state residents


Work Study 
Work Study is another funding opportunity with income earned from part-time work, on or off campus.   Like the above grants, Work Study is determined by the FAFSA.  Students must be enrolled in at least 6 credits.  Students can receive $900 - $3,900 which is based on “need” eligibility for financial aid.  Students are paid for actual hours worked; not to exceed 19 hours per week.
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