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Funding Sources:
Workforce Investment Act (WIA)   

Adult & Dislocated Worker Services

There are a variety of funding sources available to help cover the costs of going back to school.  Eligibility for all of these funding sources is generally based on income and type of training program, with some funding options specifically designed to support high demand, short-term, professional/technical fields.

Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Adult Services
WIA adult funding can be used to pay for tuition and other school-related costs.  To be eligible, the household income must be less than 175% of the poverty level, a guideline often used to determine eligibility for a variety of benefits.  For those above 175% of the poverty level, it may be possible to qualify under certain circumstances that may include homelessness, a criminal background, or receiving unemployment benefits.  A WIA case manager can provide the list of alternate criteria for those above 175% of the poverty level.  See the following website for the income breakdown at 175% of the poverty level:  http://www.coverageforall.org/pdf/FHCE_FedPovertyLevel.pdf
To apply for WIA Adult Services, students must go the nearest WorkSource center.  There is an application for this funding and it only covers certain “in-demand” occupations.  It is important to keep in mind that this funding source does not cover the costs of pre-requisites.
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Dislocated Worker Services

WIA Dislocated Worker funding provides tuition assistance as well as books, fees and supplies.  In addition, these funds can be used to help with childcare and assistance is provided for career and education planning.  To be eligible for these services, you must meet one of the following criteria:

· You have been terminated, laid off, or received a "notice of termination or layoff" and are unlikely to return to your usual occupation or industry because of:
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	· A permanent plant closure;
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	· A substantial layoff;
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	· Foreign competition; and
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	· Lack of demand for your skills. 


· You are self-employed, but the economy or a natural disaster has put you out of work. Examples include farmers, ranchers, fishermen, etc. (Probably ineligible for unemployment benefits.) 
· You are a displaced homemaker who is either unemployed or working a job that does not support your household. (Probably ineligible for unemployment benefits.)
To apply for WIA Dislocated Worker Services, students must go the nearest WorkSource center to determine eligibility.
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