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Class Sixteen:  List of Public Benefits
There are a variety of public benefits available to help support you while you are in school.  These benefits are often determined by income and household size.  Basic information is described below; talk to your case manager to determine what you may be eligible to receive.  For the benefits listed below, you can apply online at:  

https://fortress.wa.gov/dshs/f2ws03esaapps/onlinecso/applying.asp
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Provides temporary cash and medical help for families in need. Some families participate in the WorkFirst Program. The WorkFirst Program helps participants find and keep jobs.  Washington state residents who are responsible for the care of children or who are pregnant are eligible.  Eligibility is also based on income (resources less than $1000) and legal resident status.
Working Connections Child Care
Helps families pay for childcare.  Households with parents who are working or are participating in a Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) approved work activity and whose children meet citizenship requirements are eligible.  Eligibility is also based on income and household size.

Children’s Healthcare Programs
Medical programs for children living in Washington State, which includes Basic Health Plus and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).  Each program has its own eligibility guidelines.  Children under age 19 are eligible.
Basic Health
Basic Health is a state-sponsored program providing low-cost health care coverage.  Basic Health is for Washington State residents who are: 

· Within Basic Health's Income Guidelines; 

· Not eligible for free or purchased Medicare; 

· Not institutionalized at the time of enrollment; and 

· Not attending school full-time in the United States on a student visa.
There is currently a wait list for basic health.

Family Medical
A medical program for families.  Families with dependent children under the age of 19, whose income and resources are below Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) limits are eligible.

DSHS Emergency Programs
You can expect a prompt response when you are in an emergency situation. If you need help with any of the following, you should be able to talk to someone about your situation right away:

	· Eviction

· No food

· Homelessness

· Pregnancy medical
	· Utility shut off

· Domestic violence

· Medical emergency

· Non-receipt of benefits

	· Daycare needed due to work

· Circumstances which present harm to yourself or others


Washington Basic Food Program

The Basic Food Program helps low-income individuals and families obtain a more nutritious diet by supplementing their income with Basic Food benefits.  Washington state residents are eligible.  Eligibility is also based on income, household size and legal resident status.
