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Class Thirteen:  Reading Tips 
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For each class, you will likely do a great deal of reading to supplement what you learn in class.  The tips below will help you study from your textbook and help you take notes from text.  The note-taking strategies you use when taking notes during a lecture can be used when taking notes from a textbook.  It is important to find the style that works best for you.
Before you read:
· Review the title, headings, and subheadings and turn them into questions.
· Ask yourself, "What did my instructor say about this chapter or subject when it was assigned?" and "What do I already know about this subject?"

· Look at the captions under pictures, charts, graphs or maps. 

· Review questions at the end of chapters or after each subheading as well as the teacher-made study guides. 

· Scan the introductory and concluding paragraphs. 

When you begin to read:
· Look for answers to the questions you first raised.
· Answer questions at the beginning or end of chapters or study guides. 

· Reread captions under pictures, graphs, etc. 

· Note all the underlined, italicized, bold printed words or phrases. 

· Study graphic aids. 

Take notes while reading the text:
· Take notes from the text but write the information in your own words. 

· Underline or highlight important points you've just read. 

Review - an ongoing process:
· After you have read the entire chapter, write questions in the margins for those points you have highlighted or underlined. 

· Page through the text and/or your notebook to re-acquaint yourself with the important points. 

· Make "flash cards" for those questions which give you difficulty. 

· Develop mnemonic devices (a memory aid such as a phrase or rhyme) for material that needs to be memorized. 

 (Adapted from:  Robinson, Francis Pleasant, (1961, 1970) Effective study (4th ed.), Harper & Row, New York, NY.

For additional information on reading skills, check out the following:

http://www.studygs.net/index.htm
http://www.how-to-study.com/
