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Going back to school takes many steps before becoming a registered student.  These steps include: Admissions, Placement, Advising, Financial Aid and Registration.  In addition, there are a few entry points to the community college.  Your starting place will depend on the results of the assessment test you take and the program you choose.  This class and the navigation services will help you identify the right door to the college.
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Registration

Completing and submitting an application
to the college, which can be done online
or by completing a paper application.
The college reviews the application and
notifies students of acceptance.

A testing process that is used to determine
the level of classes you can be placed into at
the college (also known as assessment). The
assessment test measures basic skills such as
reading, writing and math. Most colleges
use the COMPASS test.

Meeting with an advisor to review educational
g0als and identify the classes that are needed
to meet those goals. Advisors work with
students on determining their class schedule
each quarter and help make sure that students
are taking all the classes they need to earn a
certificate or degree.

Sources of support to help cover the costs of
school. The federal government provides financial
assistance through Pell Grants. Washington State
also provides a State Need Grant. Colleges have
sources of funds that include Worker Retraining,
Basic Food Employment and Training, and
Opportunity Grants.

Signing up for the classes that you will take during
the quarter after you meet with your advisor (also
known as enrollment). You can sign up online and
will need your student identification number, a
pin number and the class number to register. New
students may need to attend an orientation during
which they will sign up for classes.

If you need to refresh basic reading and math
skills, you may start in Basic and Transitional
Studies (BTS). BTS students review and
improve basic skills in reading, writing and math
to advance in a job, to pass college entrance
exams, or to meet personal goals. BTS also
includes Adult Basic Education (ABE), General
Education Development (GED), and English as a
Second Language (ESL) programs.

For those who are ready to start taking courses
within their program area of study, they will
enter the college through the Workforce
Education or Professional/Technical Education
Department. This department focuses education
on preparing students for employment by
teaching the skills needed for the job.

Depending on the area of study, it may also be
possible to begin with Academic Transfer, which
focuses on moving from community college to a four-
year college or university to complete a Bachelor’s
Degree. Students interested in Academic Transfer
complete a two-year Associate’s degree and then
attend a college or university for a Bachelor’s
degree. Some local community colleges do provide a
Bachelor’s Degree option, such as South Seattle
Community College (Hospitality) and Bellevue
College (Radiation and Imaging Sciences).

Advising and Enrollment Services, which is part of
the Student Services Department, is another door
some students enter when coming to the college
for the first time. This area provides information
on applying to college and helps students take the
next steps of assessment, advising, enrollment and
financial aid.










