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Studying
         
Class Twelve:  Study Tips
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Going back to school requires budgeting additional time beyond going to class.  On average, you will have at least two hours of homework for each hour that you spend in class.  The following study tips below can you help you set up a reasonable schedule for studying and completing homework.
1. Take advantage of downtime. Use your extra time to get ahead in classes if you can.  If you take a long bus ride each day or have some spare time while you do your laundry, why not use it to get a little studying in?  
2. Set goals. Set a clear goal of how much you want to get done and try your best to meet it; this will help motivate you to study.
3. Use the syllabus. Your syllabus will let you know when and how fast you’ll be covering topics in your class. You can use it to get ahead when you have extra time or to know when and what you’ll need to work on each day to keep up.
4. Study difficult subjects first. Get the hard stuff out of the way and you’ll get more done in the long-run and be less likely to procrastinate.
5. Work in short blocks with breaks. The most effective way to get through material is to go through it in smaller sessions and to give your mind and eyes time to rest in between with short breaks.
6. Team up with classmates.  Sometimes collaboration can be a much faster way to get through material, and it can be a great help if you’re struggling with certain concepts. 
7. Avoid skipping class. Going to class will make it easier for you to keep up with the material and will give you the chance to ask questions.
8. Create a strategy and prioritize. Focus on certain subjects first or spend a little extra time on topics that you struggle with.  If you’ve got a number of homework assignments, focus on the ones that are due the soonest or that will take you the most time to complete first. Whatever you do, make sure it works for you and makes the most of your time.
9. Assign a specific amount of time the project should take. Assign a specific amount of time that you think a project should take and try to fit it into that time frame. This isn’t always possible, but if you know about how long it takes you to complete a certain kind of assignment, it can help keep you on task.
10. Find your peak hours. Everyone has hours of the day when they simply perform better mentally. Figure out what your peak times are, and do your hardest work during these times so that you’ll have the energy to get through them more quickly.
11. Work smarter. You don’t have to work harder to get more done, just smarter. If you know you have two projects that need research at the library, work on both at the same time and save yourself an extra trip.
Adapted from:  http://www.collegeathome.com/blog/2008/05/21/57-time-management-hacks-for-college-students/
